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Good evening andielcome.

TobegindZ]e (]E*3 } E Z ]E E %}ESU / A}po Eand]thankthe ] v([S (] E
Chairs who came before me. The most obvious recognisawed to Trustee Brassington who has just
concluded twosuccessfuyears as the Burnaby Board of Education Chair, but additiohatgnt to

recognize the other thre@rustees seated here this evening who have also ledBbrnaby School

District: TrusteeMezei, Trustee Wong, and Trustee Hayes.

Through the leadership of these individuals, the Burnaby School District has been able to navigate
manystorms theSchooDistricthasfaced over the yearsuch asa global pandemic, a generation of
provincialunderfundingand undersupported classrooms, and af#5LGBTQIA+ backladter

adopting one of the first SOGI school district policies in the province of BC. Thése arew

examples of the challenges this Disthets weathered andome out the other sidevenstronger.
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continues to stay focused gand committed tothe overarching goal afnsuingevery learner has

equitable access to education in a safelusive learning environment where they are valued and stay focus

beliefs,and our priorities:

First andforemost,that means valking a path offruth andReconciliation both organizabnallyand
individually

When | reflect on the learning experiences | hipd  [<1Z<and when | look at what my children and
their peersare seeing and learning a stark contrast is painted. | graduated from high school



A truer statement could not haviegeenspoken. For thistatement is nonlytrue of art, but it is also
accurateof Truth andR
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So, to reference where | started this report, whatever storms may be brewing idiskentfuture or in
the coming weeksl am of
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